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Description 
 
Our relationship to ourselves seems special. While I certainly learn things about myself in the 
same way that I learn things about trees outside in the park, or of people in my family, or 
faraway cultures, it has seemed to many that some things about ourselves are available to us in a 
special way. Arguably, I am the only person in the world that knows when and how much it 
hurts in my back, infallibly or incorrigibly, without having to do any extra work to gain this 
knowledge. It also seems that no-one can challenge that I am in pain, that today's wind feels cold 
to me, or that I am the sole person to be likely to know, without reporting it, which thought I 
entertained when just entering the library. I have a first-personal authority over at least some of 
my mental states. Within history of philosophy, this kind of immediate relationship has 



sometimes been lifted to a privileged and fundamental position within a given epistemological 
theory as a whole.  
 The course is a course on self-knowledge as an epistemological phenomenon: on 
what today is most frequently called 'self-knowledge' within a broadly analytical approach; on 
different theories on self-knowledge; on whether self-knowledge as knowledge of one's own 
mental states is special, and what this specialty possibly could involve. We will also attempt to 
differentiate self-knowledge understood in this way from other, related concepts like that of self-
awareness.  
 The students are asked to register by an email to pauliina.remes@filosofi.uu, by 
January the 26th, 2015. 
 
Structure of the course 
 
The course is a one week intensive course of lectures, followed by independent work: the 
students will complete the course by writing a course essay (see below, Completion). The 
teacher will give individual feedback on the essays through email, and be available for 
consultation through email also during the writing period.  
 
Program 
 
MON 9.2. 10-12 (Eng 2-1025) Introduction; historical background (Gertler chs. 1-2) 
MON 9.2. 14-16 (Eng 2-1025) The nature and scope of special self-knowledge? (Gertler 3) 
TUE 10.2. 10-12 (Eng 2-1023) The acquaintance theory of self-knowledge (Gertler 4) 
TUE 10.2. 14-16 (Eng 2-1023) The inner sense theory of self-knowledge (Gertler 5) 
WED 11.2. 10-12 (Eng 2-1025) The rationalist theory of self-knoweldge I (Gertler 6) 
WED 11.2. 14-16 (Eng 2-1025) The rationalist theory of self-knowledge II (Gertler 6 + extra 

materials) 
THU 12.2. 10-12 (Eng 2-0025) Self-knowledge and ’Awareness of the self’ I (Gertler 7) 
THU 12.2. 14-16 (Eng 2-0025) Self-knowledge and ’Awareness of the self’ I (Gertler 7 + extra 

materials) 
FRI 13.2. 10-12 (Eng 2-1025) Concluding remarks; The dispute between empiricism and 

rationalism: a diagnosis (Gertler 8) 
 
Study materials and literature 
 
The course book is Brie Gertler 2011 Self-Knowledge. New Problems of Philosophy. Routledge. 
The contents of the book will be presented and discussed in and through the lectures. Some 
additional materials will be provided as a reader to be purchased from the department 
approximately one week before the course begins. 
 
Completion 
 
The course will be completed with an essay of 6-7 pages (written in English or Swedish), on 
topics provided by the teacher, combining the course materials with som extra materials that go 
deeper into the chosen thematic. Dead line March 19th, feedback and grading within ca. 10 days 
from that.  
 
Evaluation of the essays 
 
U (fail), G (pass), VG (pass with distinction). (If needed, ECTS grading.) 


