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Courses taught in English the Spring term 2018  

 

• Utilitarianism  
• Formal Methods in Philosophy 
• Plato’s Theaetetus 
• Perspective in Language and Thought 
• Philosophy of Mind  

 

Short presentations of each course follow. 

More information from respective instructor or from 
director of studies Rysiek Sliwinski rysiek.sliwinski@filosofi.uu.se  
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Utilitarianism 

 

Instructor: Simon Rosenqvist  simon.rosenqvist@filosofi.uu.se  

 

Literature:  

o Bykvist, Krister. 2010. Utilitarianism: A Guide for the Perplexed. London; New York: 
Continuum International Publishing Group. 

o Other texts vill be avaiable at Studentportalen. 

 

The course provides a broad introduction to utilitarian moral theories. You will learn about 
criteria for evaluating moral theories, different versions of utilitarianism, and evidence for 
and against these versions. Topics discussed include theories of well-being, debunking 
arguments, and the reliability of thought experiments. In two seminars, we discuss the 
application of utilitarianism to issues in applied ethics, including how to treat animals, what 
to do about human poverty, considerations of existential risks, and moral career choices. 
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Formal Methods in Philosophy 

Instructor: Jonathan Shaheen jonathan.shaheen@filosofi.uu.se  
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Plato’s Theaetetus 
 
Instructors: Hallvard Stette and Oda Tvedt  hallvard.stette@filosofi.uu.se  and 
oda.tvedt@filosofi.uu.se  

 
Kurslitteratur: 

o The Theaetetus of Plato, with a translation of M.J. Levett, Miles Burnyeat (rev), 
Hackett Publishing Company. Indiapolis/Cambridge, 1990. Paperback edition.  
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Perspective in Language and Thought 

 

Instructor: Andreas Stokke andreas.stokke@filosofi.uu.se  

This course will be concerned with issues surrounding point of view and perspective, within 
philosophy of language, philosophy of mind, epistemology, and metaphysics. Some of the 
topics we will cover will be the special features of thought and talk about oneself, and where 
one is located in space and time, immunity to error through misidentification, and self-
awareness in action. Authors we might be reading texts by include: David Lewis, John Perry, 
Christopher Peacocke, Annalisa Coliva, François Recanati, and others. 
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Philosophy of Mind: Mind-Body problem 

 

Instructor: Katharina Felka  

 

Literature: 

o Kim, Jaegwon, Philosophy of Mind, Westview Press, 2000. 
 

The Mind-Body Problem 

We are biological creatures, in the same way as primitive organism like plants, bacteria or 
plankton. We move, we eat, we reproduce, we grow, we die. But we are also mental 
creatures. We think, we love, we suffer, we regret, and sometimes we get angry or sad. In 
other words: We do not only have a body, we also have a mind. But what exactly is the 
relation between our body and our mind or – more precisely – between mental events like 
thoughts, regrets, and anger and physical events like movements? Are they fundamentally 
distinct kinds of events? If so, how can mental events causally interact with physical events – 
how, e.g., can my wish to greet you cause me to waive my hand? Should we rather assume 
that mental and physical events are not fundamentally distinct but that the former are 
somehow reducible to the latter? If so, in what sense are they reducible? Are mental events 
simply identical to physical events or are they reducible only in a weaker sense? 

The course provides an overview over traditional and modern answers to the mind-body 
problem. We will start with traditional positions such as Descartes’s substance dualism and 
then focus on more recent views, most importantly the identity theory and functionalism. 
Finally, we will be concerned with the problem of mental causation as well as the difficulties 
that consciousness presents for certain answers to the mind-body problem. 

The course is based on Jaewgon Kim’s introductory textbook Philosophy of Mind. This will 
be supplemented by primary texts corresponding to the positions discussed in the sessions. 
The primary texts are obligatory to read while the textbook is not. 

 


