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Practical Philosophy C 

Theoretical Philosophy C 

• Writing and Doing Philosophy 
• Philosophy of Law  
• Knowledge about Everything: Plato and the Science of Philosophy 
• Philosophical Perspectives 1 
• History of Analytic Philosophy: Truth and Prediction 

The above mentioned courses are also given as master courses. 

Other courses taught in English 

• Objects and Properties (Theoretical Philosophy A) 
• Art and Imagination (Aesthetics – C-level and master course) 
• Current Issues in Philosophy of Music (Aesthetics – master course) 

The schedule for each course follows. 

More information from respective instructor or from 
director of studies Rysiek Sliwinski rysiek.sliwinski@filosofi.uu.se  
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Practical philosophy C 30 credits 
 
The Course consists of three parts: 

• C-essay, 15 credits 
First meeting of the obligatory essay seminar in practical philosophy takes place 
Tuesday September 3, 10:15-12:00 in Eng2-0026. 

• Optional course 1, 7,5 credits 
• Optional course 2, 7,5 credits 

Exchange students, however, have a choice: instead of writing the C-essay they may take 
additional two optional courses. 
Optional courses vary from term to term. This term – Fall 2019 – we give four optional 
courses: 

• Writing and Doing Philosophy 
• Philosophy of Law  
• Knowledge about Everything: Plato and the Science of Philosophy 
• Philosophical Perspectives 1 
• History of Analytic Philosophy: Truth and Prediction 

For the schedule see respective course. 
  



Theoretical philosophy C 30 credits 
 
The Course consists of three parts: 

• C-essay, 15 credits 
First meeting of the obligatory essay seminar in theoretical philosophy takes place 
Tuesday September 3, 10:15-12:00 in Eng2-1022. 

•  
Optional course 1, 7,5 credits 

• Optional course 2, 7,5 credits 
Exchange students, however, have a choice: instead of writing the C-essay they may take 
additional two optional courses. 
Optional courses vary from term to term. This term – Fall 2019 – we give five optional 
courses: 

• Writing and Doing Philosophy 
• Philosophy of Law  
• Knowledge about Everything: Plato and the Science of Philosophy 
• Philosophical Perspectives 1 
• History of Analytic Philosophy: Truth and Prediction 

For the schedule see respective course. 
 
  



Writing and Doing Philosophy 7.5 credits 

Instructors: Folke Tersman folke.tersman@filosofi.uu.se and  

Olle Risberg olle.risberg@filosofi.uu.se 

 

What does it take to write a good philosophical paper? What can we do to become better 
philosophical writers? And how does writing philosophy relate to actually doing philosophy? 
The purpose of the course is to address these and related issues about philosophical writing, 
presentation, and thinking. The course will have both practical elements, such as writing 
exercises and paper workshops, and theoretical ones, concerning e.g. the understanding of 
concepts that tend to be central in philosophical argumentation. 

Reading: A selection of philosophical texts that will be announced two weeks ahead of the 
course. 
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Philosophy of Law 7.5 credits 

Instructors: Patricia Mindus patricia.mindus@filosofi.uu.se , Tommaso Braida, Elena Prats 
and Guilherme Marques Pedro. 

This course provides an overview of leading legal theories and selected legal concepts. This 
entails developing the intellectual skills essential to an evaluation of the acceptability or 
otherwise of ideas of law, rights and justice. 

Reading:  

o Wacks, Raymond, Understanding Jurisprudence. An Introduction to Legal Theory, 
Oxford University Press 2012. 

o Freeman, Michael, Lloyd’s Introduction to Jurisprudence, Sweet & Maxwell, London 
2011 (8th ed.)  

See also info at Studentportalen (home page for the course) 
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Knowledge about Everything: Plato and the Science of Philosophy 7.5 credits 

 

Instructor: Olof Pettersson olof.pettersson@filosofi.uu.se  

 

This course concerns the conceptual roots of the idea that philosophy is a science. The 
central historical material is Plato's dialogue the Sophist. The central thematic focus is the 
idea that philosophy is like the science of grammar and thus structurally pertinent to all 
subject matters. This idea is studied in relation to contemporary ancient theories and 
evaluated in terms of its socio-political function in the dramatic framework of the dialogue. 
The scholarship on this matter is divined. It is either suggested that the idea of a 
philosophical science represents a mature and authentic platonic metaphysics or that it is as a 
sophisticated illusion staged to illustrate the seductive lure of sophistic deception, epistemic 
power and scientific complacency. This course does not only provide the conceptual and 
historical tools to assess the dialogue's arguments, but also their dramatic and socio-political 
framework. Through a close reading of the source materials, in conjunction with a critical 
examination of the central secondary literature, it offers a context sensitive survey of how the 
idea of a philosophical science was established and developed in its ancient Greek context. 
As such, the course also provides a foundation for students interested in pursuing other 
similar topics in ancient philosophy and in the history of philosophy more generally. 
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Philosophical Perspectives 1 7.5 credits 

 

Instructor: Sebastian Lutz Sebastian.lutz@filosofi.uu.se  

 

This course introduces the major methodologies of philosophy in the analytic tradition and 
analyzes the status they confer on typical philosophical methods. The methodologies we will 
discuss are trans-empirical philosophy, common sense philosophy, ordinary language 
philosophy, ideal language philosophy, pragmatism, feminist philosophy, naturalized 
philosophy, and the Canberra plan; some of the methods we will discuss are the use of 
reflective equilibria, thought experiments, language analysis, formal proofs, and the use of 
results from the sciences. 
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History of Analytic Philosophy: Truth and Prediction 

 

Instructor: Matti Eklund matti.eklund@filosofi.uu.se  

 

The course is an introduction to early analytic philosophy. It introduces students to early 
analytic philosophy by focusing on two central themes, truth and predication. What is truth? 
What characterizes predication as a linguistic operation, and what characterizes the entities, 
if any, that predicates refer to. The focus is both substantive (what should we say about the 
nature of truth and the nature of predication) and interpretative (what exactly were these 
theorists' views, and why did they hold these views?) Among authors whose work we will 
study are Gottlob Frege, Bertrand Russell, F. P. Ramsey and Ludwig Wittgenstein. The 
course will not only focus on primary texts but we will also read and study secondary 
literature. 
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Objects and Properties 7.5 credits 
 
Instructor: Hallvard Stette hallvard.stette@filosofi.uu.se  
 
We say things like "the table is red," but never "the redness is table." A table seems to be 
something that can have different properties, and not something that is a property of 
something else. A table can for example be hard, red, heavy, beautiful etc., but it feels very 
awkward to say things like "the redness is table" or "the heaviness is table." But are there 
good philosophical reasons to avoid the quirkier expressions? Is there something in reality 
that accounts for and supports the linguistic convention governing our way of speaking about 
ordinary objects? What is a table apart from its hardness, redness, heaviness, four-
leggedness, etc.? This course will review the most central philosophical theories about 
objects and properties, giving attention to both the classical formulations of these theories 
and their modern versions. 
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Art and Imagination 7.5 credits 
 
Instructor: Nicholas Wiltsher nicholas.wiltsher@filosofi.uu.se 
 
The aim of this module is to introduce philosophical questions concerning the imagination 
and its role in the creation and appreciation of art. Topics that will be addressed 
include: What is imagination? What role does imagination play for the expression of emotion 
in art? Is there any connection between imagination and artistic creativity, and if so, what 
does the connection consist of exactly? What is imaginative resistance to morally deviant 
fictions and what explains this phenomenon? Do stories count as fiction because their 
authors intend that readers shall use their imagination in certain ways? 
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Current Issues in Philosophy of Music 7.5 credits 
 
Instructors: Guy Dammann guy.damman@filosofi.uu.se and Jerrold Levinson 
 
Current research in the philosophy and aesthetics of music has developed quickly during 
recent decades and draws on a wide range of different methodologies from philosophy, 
musicology, psychology and neuroscience. The present course selects one issue of sustained 
interest to contemporary research. The course builds on the knowledge gained during the 
partner course, Aesthetics of Music (5MU522), which offers a broader overview from both 
historical and philosophical perspectives. 
 

 
 
Literature: the links to the texts will be available at Studentportalen. 
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