
Department of Philosophy 

Courses Taught in English 

Spring Term 2020 
PRACTICAL PHILOSOPHY C 

THEORETICAL PHILOSOPHY C 

• Population Ethics 
• From Conversational Norms to Epistemic Ideals: a Platonic Approach  
• Harm 
• Certainty, Uncertainty and Trust 

The above mentioned courses are also given as master courses. 

MASTER COURSES 

Aesthetics 

• The Ethics and Aesthetics of Cultural Heritage 
• What Is a Picture? Representation, Experience and Significance 

Philosophy 

• Philosophical Perspectives 2 
• Population Ethics 
• The Hägerström Lectures: Building, Causing, and the Non-Fundamental 
• From Conversational Norms to Epistemic Ideals: a Platonic Approach  
• Harm 
• Certainty, Uncertainty and Trust 
• Good and Bad Science 

The schedule for each course follows. 

More information from respective instructor or from 
director of studies Rysiek Sliwinski rysiek.sliwinski@filosofi.uu.se  

 

Filosofiska institutionen 

  

mailto:rysiek.sliwinski@filosofi.uu.se


Practical philosophy C 30 credits 
 
The Course consists of three parts: 

• C-essay, 15 credits 
The date for first meeting of the obligatory essay seminar in practical philosophy 
will be announced soon. 

• Optional course 1, 7,5 credits 
• Optional course 2, 7,5 credits 

Exchange students, however, have a choice: instead of writing the C-essay they may 
take additional two optional courses. 
Optional courses vary from term to term. This term – Spring 2020 – we give four 
optional courses: 

• Population Ethics 
• From Conversational Norms to Epistemic Ideals: a Platonic Approach  
• Harm 
• Certainty, Uncertainty and Trust 

For the schedule see respective course. 
  



Theoretical philosophy C 30 credits 
 
The Course consists of three parts: 

• C-essay, 15 credits 
The date for first meeting of the obligatory essay seminar in theoretical 
philosophy will be announced soon. 

• Optional course 1, 7,5 credits 
• Optional course 2, 7,5 credits 

Exchange students, however, have a choice: instead of writing the C-essay they may 
take additional two optional courses. 
Optional courses vary from term to term. This term – Spring 2020 – we give four 
optional courses: 

• Population Ethics 
• From Conversational Norms to Epistemic Ideals: a Platonic Approach  
• Harm 
• Certainty, Uncertainty and Trust 

For the schedule see respective course. 
  



C- LEVEL AND MASTER COURSES 

 

AESTHETICS: 

 

The Ethics and Aesthetics of Cultural Heritage 

 

The main aim of this course is to highlight some of the philosophical issues that arise in 
connection with the notion of cultural heritage. We will examine the ways in which 
moral and aesthetic value interact in our appreciation of the historical objects and sites. 
Our discussions will also raise questions to do with the legitimacy of the concept itself 
(including the idea that culture is something that we 'inherit'), the symbolic value of 
cultural heritage in war zones, our moral obligations to historical objects and sites, the 
idea of beings 'stewards' of our cultural heritage, and more. 

 

Instructors: Elisabeth Schellekens och Mattias Legnér 

 

 

 

  



What Is a Picture? Representation, Experience and Significance 

 

We use pictures for communication, advertisement, and enjoyment. But do we really know 
what pictures are? There are many different philosophical questions we can ask about 
depiction. For instance, do pictures refer, like words or names? Or do they show things, like 
a mirror does? What exactly determines what a painting or a drawing represents? Is it the 
paint on the canvas, or the thought behind it? Is this different for photography? And what 
makes depictions so valuable or useful to us? This course will review the most influential 
answers philosophers have given to these and other questions. The course aims to give 
students a comprehensive understanding of the philosophical debate about depiction, and to 
enable them to engage critically with some of the positions in this debate 

 

Instructor: Maarten Steenhagen 

 

 

 

 

  



C- LEVEL AND MASTER COURSES 

 

PHILOSOPHY: 

 

Philosophical Perspectives 2 

(for master students only) 

Instructors: Andrew Reisner 

This course looks at the changing notions of analysis used as a tool in the development 
of metaethics and the theory of value in 20th and 21st century analytic philosophy. We 
will examine notions associated with linguistic, metaphysical, and conceptual analysis 
and how they influenced key developments in metaethics and the theory of value. We 
will pay particular attention to efforts to analyse ethical properties, concepts, and 
language in terms of natural properties and their conceptual and linguistic analogues, as 
well as looking closely at more recent attempts to analyse value in terms of attitudes. 

 

 

 

  



Population ethics 

Instructor: Erik Carlson 

 

Many of the choices we make affect the welfare of people who will live in the future. 

Many choices also affect who and how many people will live. This is true of large-scale 

political decisions, such as policies regarding global warming, as well as of small-scale 

individual decisions, such as a couple considering whether to have a child. "Population 

ethics" deals with evaluative and normative questions, actualized by choices affecting 

the welfare, identities and number of future people. This course will focus on the 

following general questions: What makes one population (intrinsically or finally) better 

than another? Are there criteria for ranking populations in terms of value? What makes 

it the case that we ought to choose one population rather than another? 

 

 

 

  



The Hägerström Lectures: Building, Causing, and the Non-Fundamental 

(for master students only) 

 

Instructor: Matti Eklund and Henrik Rydéhn 

 

The past decade questions about grounding, fundamentality and ontological dependence 
have been central within analytic metaphysics. Karen Bennett's book Making Things Up 
(Oxford University Press, 2017) is an important contribution to this debate. Bennett 
discusses the family of relations she calls building relations, and investigates their 
properties. In connection with this she also discusses fundamentality and 
nonfundamentality. With Bennett's book as the basis, the course provides a thorough 
introduction to the contemporary debate over these questions. 

 

The schedule will be announced later. 

 

  



Harm 

 

Instructor: Jens Johansson and Anna Folland 

 

What is harm, and what is its ethical significance? This course provides an introduction 
to the most important views on the nature of harm, and discuss various ethical issues 
where harm plays a major role. Topics covered include comparative vs. non-
comparative accounts of harm, the non-identity problem in population ethics, abortion 
ethics, harm and well-being, the harm of death, and J. S. Mill's Harm Principle. 

 

 

  



From Conversational Norms to Epistemic Ideals: a Platonic Approach 

 

Instructor: Pauliina Remes 

 

Conversation presupposes some agreement regarding the goals and strategies of the co-
operative activity one engages in. Yet at the same time it is rarely governed by strict or 
explicit rules: participants have considerable liberty in choosing among a wealth of 
possible ways of approaching and contributing to a discussion. But while we may think 
of nearly everything as permissible in theory, in practice some ways of entering a 
discussion will endanger its continuation, or effectively mean the end of the co-
operative activity. Moreover, if our aim of engaging in a conversation is not merely 
entertainment or some practical end, but if we, rather, seek cognitive-epistemic 
advancement - increased knowledge or understanding - through conversation, then it 
might be natural to suggest that some norms will have to be followed. 

Classical ancient thinkers thought of knowledge-seeking often in terms of a shared 
inquiry, an inquiry with someone else or based in someone's beliefs (pros heteron). 
Inquiry, and perhaps even rationality itself, is either essentially, or at least for the most 
part, understood as a social activity. Plato's choice of philosophical method and 
exposition enforces this approach: arguments are embedded in conversations, views 
developed and tested in discussion. Writing dialogues enables Plato to introduce norms 
that guide conversation, as well as to test, develop, and abandon suggested norms. He 
introduces, further, meta-level questions about the rules of conversation: do the 
discussants have to obey the same rules? If so, who or what determines those rules? 
What kind of activity is philosophical conversation? 

 



Certainty, Uncertainty and Trust 
 
Instructor: Sharon Rider 

 
How do we come to trust our knowledge of the world? By what means do we 
distinguish true from false accounts? Why do we consider certain statements more 
reliable than others? How is credibility achieved in practice, and what is the connection 
between universal or nearly universal acceptance and truth? By what criteria do we 
determine the truth of conceptual relations, and how do we come to accept those 
criteria? The attempt to answer these questions have been central to the philosophical 
endeavor since Plato. In this course, we will read a selection of philosophical classics 
(Plato, Descartes, Hume, Kant, Kierkegaard, Moore, Wittgenstein and Peirce) with a 
focus on uncertainty. Because of the historical perspective, we will try to understand the 
questions raised on their own terms, rather than as antecedents of current or 
conventional debates about skepticism, testimony and evidence, 
externalism/internalism, etc. At the same time, the potential relevance of the themes for 
contemporary problems will be addressed. 
 

 
  



Good and Bad Science 
(for master students only) 

 
Instructors: Sebastian Lutz and others 

 

 
 


